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[image: Ash Wednesday Eucharist with Imposition ...]
On March 5th you are invited to join in one of the most countercultural practices Christianity offers.  You are invited to come into the sanctuary, receive the remnants of burnt palm leaves on your forehead, in the shape of a Roman execution method, and hear words reminding you that you will die.  

In a world where billions is spent selling youth, and vitality, sex, and beauty, what could go more against the grain than ashes, dust, and death?

And so we will begin Lent, 40 days (with Sundays 46) where Christians the world over enter into a season of reflection, inner work, and the intention to follow Jesus on his road to the cross.  

Why do these weird things, why would we willingly take on the trappings of death?  I believe that one reason is to be reminded that we are still alive.  And sometimes we need to be shocked out of our routines to take that in.  You are still alive.

Sometimes we forget that.  We forget that we are alive, that we are surrounded by love, and awe, and beauty, and all of this is grounded in a God who is love, who wants us to know him deeper, and who calls us into lives of intentionality.

We forget this in large part because we live in a distracted society.  We live in a world mediated by screens, TV, computer, phone, tablet, they all call our attention away from God and into a constant stream of images, sounds, noise, and opinions.  



We know this firsthand, in our own lives and the lives of those around us.  We worry desperately about our community’s children 
and we see them growing up this weird world we’ve built.  

And so, God calls offers an invitation.  It’s not a new one, its as ancient as creation itself, the words echoing out of a 3,000 year old poem:

Be

Still

And Know

That I

Am God.

-Psalm 46:10

Every Wednesday from Ash Wednesday through Holy Week, you are invited to set the distractions down, and with deep intentionality to be still and know that our God is God, to be still, to just be.  

I pray you will join us. 
Pastor Ben 
[image: Idlewild Baptist Church | In The Know ...]
Join Pastor Ben on Thursdays, at 10am for Bible Study.  There will be coffee, probably some sort of treat and good conversation.  Never been to a Bible study before?  No worries, we will be using the upcoming week's readings and Gospel story.  It will be drop in and out friendly. On WELCA Thursday’s we will adjust Bible Study time to 9am.  BYOB (bring your own Bible), or use a Bible available at the church. 


[image: MCj03226430000[1]]DECEMBER CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
*Treasurer’s Report: Report approved. 
*Finance Committee: Approved bank statements. 2025 proposed budget nearly complete.
*Ministry Minutes: Pr. Ben reported that he has been meeting people from the congregation, he enjoys working with the Confirmation students and is glad to be part of a good youth program. He is done teaching at Viterbo. 
*Education: Thanks to all who help to make Sunday School a success!  They will be on Christmas Break until Jan. 5.
*L.I.F.E: The Epiphany Christmas tree burning will be on Jan 5.
*Youth Ministry: An intergenerational trip to Milwaukee will take place with Middle June 22-25. An informational meeting was at Middle on Dec. 22.
*Men’s Club: Distributions were made for the year and listed in the Annual Report. They are planning the Lenten Fish Fry.
*Personnel: Pastor Ben will be performing personnel reviews in May/June. Possible additional PTO/paid holidays for Office Admin.
*Property & Grounds: Water heater was replaced.
*Social Ministry: Giving Tree gifts have been delivered!
*Stewardship: Blood drive is Jan. 20. Stewardship letter sent.  We need more members on this committee.
*Worship: Last meeting was in Nov. January readers were filled by Council members.
*Membership, Life & Growth: Pictorial directory online sign-up opening. Photos will be taken Feb.20-22. Event board purchase possible.
Discussion Items:
*Shepherd Fund: Donations by the Men’s Club $390 and WELCA $500. Thank you!
*2025 Corn Roast: 3-5 people needed for a committee to continue this event.
Volunteers needed.
*Committee Descriptions/Rule & Responsibilities: Council reviewed a list of current committees. Many do not have terms, making them 1 year terms with the option to reup at that time.
*Funeral & Baptism policies: Policies that were written by Pastor Ben were handed out for Council to review for the next meeting.
*Financial Secretary: Council will appoint Jan Verse for 2025.
*Annual report deadline is Jan. 3.
*Annual Meeting will be Jan. 26, 2025.
Next meeting will be on Jan. 16 
Meeting adjourned at 11:58am following the Lord’s Prayer.
[image: David Grant USAF Medical Center - American Red Cross Station > Travis Air  Force Base > Fact Sheets]Respectfully Submitted, Laura Hofslien
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE IN JANUARY!  50 units were donated! Thank you to Mike Lusk who organizes our Blood Drives. Thanks to Kwik Trip, Festival Foods and Valley Market for their donations!  Huge thank you to the crew that showed up in the cold to help unload and load the Red Cross trucks and to those who spent the day helping at the Blood Drive! 

[image: Thank you Stock Photos, Royalty Free Thank you Images | Depositphotos]THANK YOU, COUNCIL MEMBERS!
Thank you to our Council for their faithful leadership and service to our congregation.  We give thanks for the ministry of Janice Bender, Mike Lusk and Ron Moilien whose terms have ended and for Steve Pauloski, Paul Bahr, Mark Hutson, Laura Hofslien, Amy Stakston-Wiedemann and Ray Williamson who will continue to serve on Council.  We elected Julie Nelson, Patty Nelson and Kim Cade at our Annual meeting.  Please thank our outgoing and newly elected council members!

[image: Stewardship as a Way of Life - St. Charles]STEWARDSHIP CORNER
The Earth and everything in it, the world and its inhabitants, belong to the Lord. -Psalm 24:1

[image: Taize: Decoration Ideas]ASH WEDNESDAY LUMINARY ORDERS
Once again, our Confirmation Youth will be making Luminaries in memory of our loved ones, to shine on Ash Wednesday, March 5. You can order by using this form, signing up on the order forms at church, by contacting Jamie, or by ordering from our Confirmation Youth.  All orders should be made and paid for by February 23.  *Make checks out to “CVLC.”  Luminaries are $5 per person.  If you want two people named on one Luminary, the cost will be $10.  List both names on the same line if you would like both names on one luminary.   

--------------------------------------------------------

LUMINARY ORDER
FOR                                FROM                 $5













Return by Sunday, February 23 
[image: soupPot] “SOUPER BOWL” OF CARING ON FEBRUARY 9.
CVLC will again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring. You are invited to wear your team jersey to worship. On SUPER BOWL SUNDAY a soup kettle will be placed in the narthex to receive monetary donations.  100% of the money given will go directly to the ELCA WORLD HUNGER APPEAL.  We invite you to put a donation in the kettle on this Sunday.  Cash and checks will be accepted (make checks payable to CVLC and write “world hunger” in the memo line) we will send all money to the Synod and they will forward it to the ELCA WORLD HUNGER APPEAL.  During these football festivities please remember to give!

CVLC GIVING TREE
Our 2024 Giving Tree was a success!  Thank you to all who purchased and wrapped gifts for area families in need.  Thank you to Pam Olson for setting up the Giving Tree and assembling the tags! Together, we can make such a difference in our area communities!  
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Thank you to Steve Pauloski for setting up and taking down our enormous Christmas Tree in the Sanctuary this year!
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Description automatically generated]A big thank you to our Sunday School students and staff, Maggie Traastad, Josh & Meghan Maxwell, Amy Stakston Wiedemann and David & Mary Schultz for a successful and entertaining Christmas Program.  It was a wonderful experience for the students and congregation to take part in.
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Facebook:  Services are live streamed, recorded and available Sunday mornings on the CVLC Facebook page. Worship is available on YouTube and our website Sunday afternoon.
YouTube: Subscribe to our page!
Our Website:  www.coonvalleylutheranchurch.org





WELCA NEWS
	On Thurs., Jan. 16, our meeting opened with the Table Prayer and Gloria Galstad serving refreshing and delicious coffee treats.  Our Paying Hostesses included Amy Stakston-Wiedemann, Lauri Schultz, Briena Schultz, Rebecca Stakston and Suzanne Strangstalien.   At least for this year, January was the last time that Paying Hostesses would be listed.
	After coffee we went right into the business for the day.  A letter will be included in the Carillon outlining the reasons for no Paying Hostesses and no Cookie Walk this year.  Please read the letter carefully and respond as you are able.  Because of age, mobility and various other reasons, we are losing members and it is critical that we maintain a group of active women to carry out our Purpose Statement.
	For those of us who keep coming back month after month and year after year, we truly are like sisters.  We have formed many great friendships and support each other in so many ways.  We are very proud of what we have accomplished through the years and hope to continue serving as disciples to bring Christ into our homes.  
	As has been mentioned at previous meetings and in the Carillon, it is getting harder and harder to come up with five women each month to be Paying Hostesses.  The number of women (and men) is also dwindling when it comes to baking cookies for our Annual Cookie Walk.  We shouldn’t have to bake eight or nine dozen cookies when three dozen would be plenty if more people baked cookies.
	And, speaking of cookies, we will be baking 500 cookies for “Cookie Wednesday” on the UW-Campus. The students look forward to this and we will gather in the church kitchen to prepare cookies for delivery.  This was started by Pastor Ben when he was involved with Campus Ministry and continues today.
February is historically Birthday/Heart Month and the General Board is in charge of the program and serving.  Please join us on Thurs., Feb. 20 at 10 am. 



Jamie will be printing the year book and they will be available in the back of the church and the dining room.  Since there were quite a few left from last year, we have asked her to make less copies (75).  If you pick up a book and discover an addition or correction, please let an officer know and we will print it in the Carillon.
	At the conclusion of our business meeting, Pastor Ben told us about his very interesting life story sharing humor, serious moments, ins and outs and ups and downs on his journey to becoming a pastor.  We thank him for sharing that journey with us.

DATE TO REMEMBER
Thurs., Feb. 20, 10am, WELCA – General Board presents program.  Servers:  General Board

LOOKING AHEAD
Sun., Mar. 2, 8am-noon – Pancake Breakfast
Wed., Mar. 12, 5:30pm – Lenten Supper, Men’s Club
Wed, Mar. 19, 5:30pm – Lenten Supper, Naomi Circle
Thurs., Mar. 20, 10am – WELCA – Ruth Circle presents program.  Pastor Ben, speaking on Irish Spirituality.  Servers:  Ainsley Lichtie, Sandy Onshus
Wed., Mar. 26, 5:30pm – Lenten Supper – TBA

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE SERVERS
Feb.  2	Christal Kanieski, Samantha White
Feb.  9	Cathy Foster, Suzy Dickman
Feb. 16	Patricia Meurer, Luann Hoff
Feb. 23	Sunday School

Mar.  2	Pancake Breakfast
Mar.  9	Jane Simmons, Laurie Holte
Mar. 16	Amy/Mary Bena, Sue Dwyer
Mar. 23	Michele Frydenlund, Rhonda King

God Bless, Ellie Brye, President
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January 2025
Dear Women of the ELCA:

	Happy New Year from the officers and General Board of WELCA.  With the new year comes changes and our Unit, along with many others, is experiencing lower numbers of women attending our meetings and volunteering to be on a committee, be a server or a paying hostess.  Therefore, we are planning to eliminate (on a trial basis) paying hostesses this year and, instead, ask all members to make a donation to our WELCA treasury.  It is getting increasingly hard to come up with five members each month to be paying hostesses.  This would also include making a monetary donation instead of baking/purchasing cookies at our Annual Cookie Walk.  Fewer women are baking but the ones who do bake are making more cookies to assure that there are enough to constitute a sale.  Paying hostesses and the Cookie Walk generate about $1500 a year and if all members would donate a yearly gift, we would surpass that amount and enable us to distribute more money at the end of the year to support the many organizations and ministries that we are involved in.  Coon Valley Fire and Rescue and Coon Valley Elementary School along with several church funds benefit from our monies and our donations to the ELCA Disaster Fund aid in providing help in floods, wildfires etc.  In 2024 we were able to distribute $7,000 to these and other ministries.

	Won’t you please consider opening your heart and your purse to keep our mission alive.  And better yet, won’t you find less than two hours a month to join your WELCA sisters for coffee, fellowship and being inspired by our programs.  As a reminder, every women in our congregation is a WELCA member.  We understand that a lot of you work outside the home, and are busy raising families – but if you do not work outside the home or are retired, this is the place to be!

	Your donations can be mailed or brought to church.  Checks can be made out to CVLC WELCA – Attention: Jean Gronvold, Treasurer P.O Box 280, Coon Valley.  We look forward to your participation in this very important and new venture that we are trying.

God Bless, 
Ellie Brye, President
Deb Holen, Vice President
Judy Koula, Secretay
Jean Gronvold, Treasurer
Eunice Quast, Mission Action
Ainsley Lichtie, Historian
And General Board















ATTENDANCE & OFFERING
	2024
	December
	
	2024 YTD

	Total Offerings
	$22,615.61
	 
	$197,337.86

	Expenses
	$18,836.92
	 
	$198,276.69

	Balance/Shortfall
	$3,778.69
	 
	-$23,554.44

	Parsonage Int. Fund Transfer
	$0 
	
	$0

	Building Fund Transfer
	$0
	
	$5,984.60

	Memorial Fund
Transfer
	$0
	
	$0


12/22 – 9a: 93; Offering: $2,419.61
12/24 – 4p: 227; Offering: $4,066.00
12/25 – 9a: 49; Offering: $1,510.00
12/29 – 9a: 68; Offering: $2,985.00
1/5 – 9a: 107; Offering: $2,861.51
1/12 – 9a: 108; Offering: $4,052.07
1/19 – 9a: 74; Offering: $1,754.41
1/26 – 9a: 81; Offering: $2,257.22 
  
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
1/5-7; 1/12-13; 1/19-6; 1/26-14

**Approximately $4,365.00 a week is needed to meet operating expenses.
General Fund Balance: 12/31/24: $47,308.34
[image: Image result for prayer hands images]Memorial Fund Balance:12/31/24: $61,573.33
Building Fund Balance: 12/31/24: $59,133.29
CD Interest Balance: 12/31/24: $23,818.03
Shepherd Fund Balance: 12/31/24: $1,051.75
[bookmark: _Hlk133403017]
MEMORIALS	
Francis “Frank” Mathison
	Memorial Fund: $130.00
	Parking Lot: $40.00
	General Fund: $20.00
	Endowment Fund: $25.00

Elnor Haugen
	Endowment Fund: $20.00
	Memorial Fund: $75.00
	General Fund: $45.00
	Parking Lot: $20.00

Inez Beck
	WELCA: $125.00
	Endowment Fund: $40.00
	Parking Lot: $25.00
	Sunday School: $30.00

FUNERALS
Francis “Frank” Mathison
Elnor Haugen
	






YEAR-TO-DATE BALANCE

PRAYER GROUP
The Prayer Group continues to pray for the church, the congregation and our extended family and friends.
† Our church staff
† Our members: Corrine Appleman, Beverly Bagstad, Clifford Bakkum, Brian Berg, Herby Cornell, Kira Hoff, Becky Ihle, Donna Ihle, Verlin Ihle, Todd King, Margaret Lee, Russell Lee, Aaron Leisso, Aaron Marx, Frank Mathison, Mitzi Miyamoto, LuEtta Nelson, Romaine Nelson, Cathy Ofte, Eunice Quast, Brian Rude, Jojo Satona, Mary Schultz, Billie Slater, LaVonne Stendahl, Krin (Dreves) Stendalen, Joyce Temp, Debi Thesing, Teri Tomten, Renita Williamson.
† Our members who are currently in health care facilities & Assisted Living:  Tip Bagstad, Rachel Berg, Carl Daffinrud, Evelyn Dahlen, Jeanne Ebli, Lenore Henley, Carl Holte, Bob Moilien, Irene Nestingen, Geri Nestingen, Annie Olson, Beatrice Olson (Alden), Betty Sanders.
† Those who grieve: Family and friends of Frank Mathison & Elnor Haugen
† Family and friends of members
† Local Military  

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW EMAIL!
Pastor Benjamin: pastor@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org
Jamie Thomas, Office Administrator:
office@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org
Becky Lusk, Treasurer:
treasurer@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org


*Addendum to the 2024 Annual Report. Please place this sheet in your copy of the report.  Thank you!

MEMBERSHIP, LIFE AND GROWTH

I don’t know for sure when or why this committee was discontinued, but I thought it might be time to bring it back. The majority of things that this committee used to do are still being done by individuals who have taken it upon themselves to make sure they still get done. When I look at the name of this committee, the word “growth” is the part that jumps out at me. A congregation that doesn’t encourage “growth” is a dying congregation in my mind. Like most committees, it is a struggle to find people to commit to joining because they don’t have time. What gets overlooked is that the more people who get involved, the less each individual has to do. The main focus in this new year is a new pictorial directory. Amy Stakston Wiedeman and I are teaming up to make this happen and would welcome any and all who want to help us in completing this.

Picture this committee as a wheel, the more spokes it has, the stronger of the wheel. The spokes are represented by many groups, such as; WELCA, Men’s Club, Corn Roast, Sunday School, Farmers Market, blood drives and many more groups and activities not mentioned here. While most of these groups are not part of the committee, they are practicing the three principles of what it stands for, membership, life, and growth.

Speaking of the blood drive, 170 units of blood were collected during the three drives held here at our church. 2025 will be the 15th year of hosting blood drives. Right now Amy and I are the committee. If you are interested in growing the church, join us! Maybe it’s time!

Respectively submitted, Mike Lusk.













DAILY BIBLE READINGS

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 2 
   SUNDAY	Malachi 3:1-4	My messenger, a refiner and purifier
		Psalm 84	How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord
		Hebrews 2:14-18	Jesus shares human flesh and suffering
		Luke 2:22-40	The child is brought to the temple
		

	MONDAY	1 Kings 17:8-16	The widow of Zeraphath fed
	TUESDAY	2 Kings 5:1-14	Naaman the Syrian healed
	WEDNESDAY	Luke 19:41-44	Recognizing the works of God
	THURSDAY	Jeremiah 1:11-19	Jeremiah warns of disaster
	FRIDAY	1 Corinthians 14:13-25	Interpreting tongues
	SATURDAY	Psalm 56	In God I trust

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 9
	SUNDAY	Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]	Send me
		Psalm 138	I will bow toward your holy temple
		1 Corinthians 15:1-11	I am the least of the apostles
		Luke 5:1-11                      Jesus calls the disciples to fish for people

	MONDAY	Numbers 27:12-23	God’s choice of Joshua
	TUESDAY	1 Samuel 9:15—10:1b	The call of Saul
	WEDNESDAY	Luke 5:27-32	The call of Levi
	THURSDAY	Isaiah 8:1-15	Resisting the call
	FRIDAY	1 Corinthians 14:26-40	Advice about worship
	SATURDAY	Psalm 115	God blesses the chosen people


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 16
	SUNDAY	Jeremiah 17:5-10	Those who trust the LORD are like trees
		Psalm 1                 	Trees planted by streams of water
		1 Corinthians 15:12-20	Christ has been raised 
		Luke 6:17-26	Blessings on the poor, woes on the rich
		
	MONDAY	2 Kings 24:18—25:21	Woes come upon Jerusalem
	TUESDAY	Ezra 1:1-11	Blessings return to Jerusalem
	WEDNESDAY	Luke 11:37-52	Woe to the sinners
	THURSDAY	Jeremiah 22:11-17	Woe to the unjust
	FRIDAY	1 Corinthians 15:20-34	The end time
	SATURDAY	Psalm 120	Woe to me

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 23
	SUNDAY	Genesis 45:3-11, 15	Joseph forgives his brothers
		Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40	The lowly shall possess the land
		1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 The mystery of the resurrection
		Luke 6:27-38	Love your enemies
		
	MONDAY	Genesis 33:1-17	Jacob and Esau reconcile
	TUESDAY	1 Samuel 24:1-22	David spares Saul’s life
	WEDNESDAY	Luke 17:1-4	Forgiving seven times seven
	THURSDAY	Leviticus 5:1-13	Offerings for pardon
	FRIDAY	1 Corinthians 11:2-22, 27-33   Advice for church life
	SATURDAY	Psalm 38	Confession of sin

























































JOIN US FOR 

FELLOWSHIP | 9:15 AM

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 23RD
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SERVED BY YOUR : 

COON VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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ALL FREEWILL DONATIONS WILL SUPPORT SUNDAY SCHOOL



WORSHIP SERVICE TO FOLLOW
WITH PASTOR MEG  | 10: 15

	
February 2025 

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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	1


	2
9:00a-Worship with Holy Communion
10:15a-Sunday School, Coffee Fellowship 
10:30a-Confirmation-parents please attend



	3 
9:00a-Naomi Circle

	4 
9:00-Noon-Pastor’s Text Study
10:00a-Ruth Circle
5:00p-Worship Committee
	5






	6 
10:00a-Bible Study
6:00p-Rebecca Circle
	7
Pr. Ben’s sabbath
	8


                 

	9 9:00a-Worship with Holy Communion; Souper Bowl of Caring (wear your team jersey to worship!) 
10:15a-Sunday School, Coffee Fellowship 
10:30-Confirmation

	10




	11
9:00-3:00p-Spring Theological Conf.-Sparta





	12 
9:00a-Quilting




	13
10:00a-Bible Study

Carillon Deadline





	14
Pr. Ben’s sabbath





	15
 







	16 
9:00a-Worship with Holy Communion
10:15a-Sunday School & Coffee Fellowship
10:30a-Confirmation 

	17







	18  
9:00-Noon-Pastor’s Text Study

 
	19

	20
No Bible Study
10:00a-WELCA
6:00p-Church Council
2:00-8:30p-Pictorial Dir. Photos
Pr. Ben vacation



	21
2:00-8:30p-Pictorial Dir. Photos

Pr. Ben vacation

	22 
 10:00a-4:00p-Pictorial Dir. Photos


Pr. Ben vacation


	23   10:15a-Worship with Pr. Meg Hoversten
9:15a-Coffee Fellowship served by Sunday School
No Confirmation
2:00p-Sugar Creek Annual Meeting
Luminary Deadline

	24


	 25
9:00-Noon-Pastor’s Text Study


	 26  
9:00a-Quilting
        
	27
10:00a-Bible Study

	28
Pr. Ben’s sabbath
	  Office Hours 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:00a-4:00p








Moving?  New contact information? Please update the church office. 
Thank you!


Please use our correct mailing address when sending us mail.
P.O. Box 280
Thank you!
Visit our website: coonvalleylutheranchurch.org to sign-up to receive our newsletter via email!
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Treasurer: Becky Lusk, treasurer@coonvalleylutheranchurch.org
Organist: Mary Schultz
Indoor Custodian: Tracy Stellner
Church Council President: Steve Pauloski
Vice President: Ray Williamson; Secretary: Laura Hofslien
Paul Bahr, Kimberly Cade, Mark Hutson, Julie Nelson, Patricia Nelson, 
Amy Stakston-Wiedemann
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